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FARM REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY DOWN SLIGHTLY 


HE chart below shows that voluntary transfers of farms have decreased 
+ in the year ending March 15, 1957. Apparently during the latter part of 
1956 and the early part of 1957 the tight money situation has had a con- 
stricting effect on voluntary transfers of farms. It did not, however, increase 
forced sales, as these declined from 2.3 to 2.0 per 1,000 farms during the year. 
Tax sales of farms increased from 0.6 to 0.7, a more or less microscopic 


increase. 


There has been relatively little change in farm activity in the past 4 years. 
In each of these years farm activity, nationally, equaled or exceeded 30 volun- 
tary transfers per year for each 1,000 of all farms. While this is not nearly so 
high as the rate of transfers during the war and in the early postwar period when 
the demand for farm products was still excessive, it is still a great deal higher 
than that experienced during the 1920’s and the 1930’s. 
(cont. on page 500) 
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(cont. from page 495) 

The charts on pages 496 through 499 show the changes in farm real estate 
activity by States from 1934 to the present. The blue line on each chart repre- 
sents the number of voluntary sales, the red line shows the number of forced 
sales, while the green line shows tax sales. All figures are expressed as the 
number of sales per 1, 000 of all farms. 


A study of the State-by-State figures will disclose the following percentage 
increases and decreases in voluntary sales in various regions from 1956 to 1957. 


Region % Change Region o Change 


Southeast +7 Mountain States -§ 
Delta +5 Northeast -6 
Lake States +2 Pacific States -6 
Corn Belt -3 Appalachian -7 
Northern Plains -3 Southern Plains -14 


About 9, 000 distress transfers occurred during the year. A year earlier the 
number was 10,400. The all-time high occurred in 1932, when approximately 
223, 000 farm owners were forced to give up ownership of their farms. Forced 
sales of farms averaged higher in the Southeast, Delta, and Southern Plains 
States. 


Tax sales of farms, while still extremely low, were slightly higher than they 
were in 1956. Since 1945 tax sales have averaged less than 1 per 1, 000 farms. 
The record high on tax sales was reached in 1932, when 15.3 farms were sold 
per 1,000 farms. The record low of 0.3 per 1,000 farms was reached in 1950 
and again in 1952. 











